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_ Chrift Teſus came into the 


vd to ſave fi fin wners; of: whom 


1 am chief. 


S. every orovideyws! os we are "RF 
? 4 ciſed with contains a viſible diſplay 


of the divine perfections, ſo it has a 

voice, which we are to attend to, 

while we adore and bow down before him, 
whoſe counſels are unſearchable, and his 
will not to be controul'd. But, when he 
thinks fit to ſpeak in a way that is in an un- 
common degree awful and terrible; when 
he takes away ſome that have been uſeful 
and deſirable in life, by a ſudden ſtroke,/and 
thereby brings a dark cloud over families, 
who a little before thought themſelves hap- 
Py; and when he deprives churches of thoſe 
paſtors that were dear to, and deſeryedly 
valued by them, for their works ſake, where- 
A 2 * 


 _ of all acceptation, that 


ſhould be engrav d even on his tomb-ſtone ; 


. 


4 A SERMON an the Death of 


by they are left as ſheep having no ſhepherd; 


this is a very affliftive circumſtance ; which 


The words that 1 have read to you are an 
epitome of the goſpel, the theme that mini- 


ſters ate chiefly to echmmend, as the great- 
eſt ſpring of comfort to believers both in 
life and death; and therefore it was. with 
very goat reaſon that I Was deſir d by your 
land paſidr ro infiſt on them ; cut hide we 


ate expreſſing the laſt publickteftimopyof re- 


ſpert do his memory, you may Be ĩnduo d to 
*mprove the ſubjeckrmatten theteof to your 
ſpiritual advantage. It appears, by a writing 
which he left behind him, that about two 
years ſince he had ſome apprehenſions of the 
uncertainty of this prefen life, and-it may be 
had ſome impteſſions on his ſpirit, that he 
Mons: not ebntinue, long in. this world, 
though at the fame time, in ene 
his ſtrength Was firm, his conſtitütion un- 
broken, and he had as great a proſpect of 
living many years, according to the courſe of 
Nature, as any can be ſuppoſed to have: Ne- 


vertheleſs, he gave particular orders con- 


cerning his funeral, and that the words I 
have read to you ſhould be inſiſted on, when 
his ſervice in this place and in the world 


Mould be at an end; and he gave a particu- 


lar intimation, that all his hope of ſalvation 
was. founded. on them, which he deſit'd 


and 
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the Reverend Mr. SLAnE W. 3 
and they are certainly well adapted, when 
improv'd and applied by faith, to ſupport 
and comfort a ſoul in the foreviews of his 
approaching diſſolution. The. apoſtle, in- 
deed, when he wrote them to Timothy, was 
not in the immediate proſpect of death, as he 
was when he directed his /econd epiſtle to 
him, in which he tells him, that he was 
ready to be offer d, and the time of his depar- 
ture was at band *; for now he gives him 
to underſtand, in the third chapter of this 
epiſtle, that he hoped to come unto him ſhort- 
ty, viz. to Epheſus, where he had left him“, 
and therefore he expected that he ſhould have 
liberty, and renewed opportunities, to pur- 
ſue the great work of preaching the goſpel, 
that he had before been ſaceeffatly engaged 
in, and accordingly he applies theſe words 
to bimſelf, as tnatter of encouragement to 
him in the whole courſe of his miniſtry. The 
ſame doctrines that are a ſupport to believ- 
ers in death, will afford the greateſt relief 
to them in every ſtation of life; hut more 
eſpecially to miniſters, in the difficult work 
to which they are called. TOs 3 
In the foregoing verſes the apoſtle ſpeaks 
concerning our Saviour's putting bim into 
the miniſtry, as counting bini faithful; whom 
he had made ſo, and enabling him to fulfil it, 
notwyithſtanding his unworthineſs of this 
honour and ptivilege, inaſmuch as he had 


* Chap, i. G Chap. il. 14. compar'd with i. 3. | 
| been 


6 A Sermon on the Death of 

been a blaſphemer, a perſecutor, and injuri- 
ous. He often calls to mind his former con- 
verſation, as defirous not to conceal or ex- 


tenuate the crimes he once committed, that 2 
he might take occaſion to humble himſelf 


in the ſight of God, and to advance that 


grace by which, when converted, he was 
what he was. Here he ſpeaks of himſelf as 
a perſecutor, and injurious to the ſaints; 
but elſewhere ©, when ſtanding before Agrip= Þ 
pa, he confeſſes in the moſt publick man- . 
ner, that he hut up many of them in priſon ; 
and when they were put to death he gave bis | 
voice againſt them; and puniſh'd them oft in 
every ſynagogue. And as he here ſtiles him- 
ſelf a blaſphemer, he there adds, that he 4 
rompell'd others to blaſpheme, and being ex- _ 
ceedingly mad againſt them, perſecuted then 

unto ſtrange cities. And as if this was not fuf- f 
ficient to expreſs the ſenſe he had of his for- 
mer vileneſs, he ſtiles himſelf, in my text, | 
the chief of finners : © He ſays not, I was, 
„ bur I am, as one obſerves*;, becauſe, 
* when fin is pardoned, we ought to have 
* the proſpect of it ſtill before us, to keep 
% us humble, and ſenfible of the grace of 
« God to us.” And therefore it is, as tho 
he ſhould ſay, no one ever obtain'd mercy, 
that was more unworthy of it than my felf, 
when God was pleas'd to forgive, and call 
me by his grace. And then he takes occa- 


Ads xxvi. 10,11, © Fid, Whitby in be. 
] ſion 
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flon to ſet forth the glory of his great deli- 
verer, and to extol the method of ſalvation, 
revealed in the goſpel, as an encouragement: 
to thoſe who apprehend themſelves in like 
circumſtances, that ſo none may ſink into 
deſpair, fince Chriſt Feſus came into the 
world to ſave the chief of finners. 


In ſpeaking to theſe words we ſhall, by 
divine aſſiſtance, obſerve this method, 


I. We ſhall conſider the apoſtle's humble 
and penitent confeſſion of fin. | 
II. The relief that ſuch an one hath, un- 

der his preſent diſtreſs, from the con- 
ſideration of that falvation ' which is 
| diſcovered in the goſpel. 


III. We have an account of. the perſon 
by whom this falvation is brought 
about; and, by what means he faves 
his people. | 1 4 

IV. We ſhall confider the intimation that 
is given of this ſalvation, not only as it 
is an undoubted truth, but the reſult of 

the faithfulneſs of God, upon which 
2 it is called a faithful ſaying. 

And, | eie 

V. The improvement a believer ought to 
make of it, as it is ſaid to be worthy of 
all acceptation. 


1 Here is a humble and penitent confeſ- 

ſion made by this great apoſtle, I am the 

chief of ſinners. And. this may be my 
5 : der 


\ 


8 A Smnom on the Drath of | 
der'd as applicable to all Believers; and ac. 
cordingly we may obſerve from thenee; 'that 
the beſt of God's ſaints have reaſon to be 
humble and penitent, under a ſenſe of their 
preſent or former ſins; and it may be, they 
may in ſome reſpects ſee reaſon to conclude 
themſelves worthy to be reckon'd among 
the chief of finners. © ur HELD 

Here we may obſerve,  ' "oeo” © 

1. That as all are guilty of fin, all ought 
to confeſs and tepent of it, believers as well 
as others. This I can't but mention, be- 
cauſe ſome, without the leaſt ground or 
warrant from ſcripture, and in direct oppo- 
fition to the many inſtances to the contrary, 
which we find therein, have advanc'd this 
unſavory notion, That they who are in a 
juſtified ſtare ought not to confeſs, no more 
than to pray for the pardon of ſin; and to 
ſupport this aſſertion they ſay, that to con- 
fels ſin is to ſuppoſe our ſelves guilty, which 
is in effect 20 conclude, that we are not in a 
juſtified ſtate. So chat ſince a perſon, whoſe 
ſins are pardon'd, ought not to plead guilty, 
therefore he ought not to confeſs fin; but cer- 
tainly the humble and penitent acknowledg- 
ment of their offences, which the ſaints of God 
are frequently repreſented as making before 
him, can't but confute this unſcrĩptural me- 
thod of reaſoning, from the privilege ms is 
conſerr d on a juſtified Perſon. It is an un- 
doubted truth, that bene is no man on earth, 
how ut ſoe ver he may be in other W 
019 5 that 
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the Reverend Mr. SLA DEN. 9 
bat doth good and finneth: not 5, Corrupt 
nature may be ſubdued, as it is in thoſe Hh 
are converted; but, yet it is not wholly ex- 
tinguiſhed, while we are in this imperfect 
ſtate. pri FO _ 101 QA) 

It may be farther obſerved, that inafmuch 
as fin is a violation of the divine law, every 
one, who is a ſinner, deſerves to havæ the con- 
demning ſentence thereof executed upon 
him, though his guilt may be removed, ſup- 
poſing him to be in a juſtified ſtate; there- 
fore he ought, in this reſpect, to plead guil- 
ty, or to ſay with the Ptalmiſt', I tbou, 
Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquitzes, O Zora, who 
fhall ſtand? This is to be confeſſed, and 
conſequently every mouth muſt be ſtopped, and 
all the world muſt become, and accordingly 
plead, guilty befare God s. A juſtified perſon, 
indeed, has ground of hope, that God will 
not puniſh him as a fin-revenging judge, 

inaſmuch as he has obtained forgiveneſs 
through the blood of Chriſt: But it does 
not neceſſarily follow, that this privilege is 
denied when we confeſs our guilt before 
him, and acknowledge, that if he ſhould 
deal with us according to our own. unwor- 
thineſs, we ſhould be undone and laſt for 
ever. The grace of God in Chriſt don't ex- 

* tenuate ſin, ſo as to take away the intr inſic 
demerit thereof, or make that to be no 
ſin, which is contrary to the divine law; 


ks Eccleſ. vii. 20. f Palm CXXFs 3. 6 Rom. 111, 19. 
8232 B there- 


10 A SERMON an the Death of 
therefore it is not to be ſuppos'd, that we 
don't contract guilr thereby: It is one thing 
for a perſon to render himſelf guilty, by a 
violation of the law of God, and another 
thing for God to charge guilt on his perſon, 
and inſiſt on his making ſatisfaction for | 
crimes committed: This he will not do in | 
thoſe who are juſtified, ſince he has received 4 
ſatisfaction at the hands of their ſurety ; bur 
if he ſhould enter into judgment with them, ) 
or deal with them according to the demerit 
of their actions, the guilt which they con- 
tract would be charg'd upon them, and as 1 
the conſequence thereof, they would be for | 
ever baniſh'd from his comfortable pre» 
wein IGE | F 
This is an undoubted truth, and there- 
fore: to be acknowledg'd, in which re- 
ſpect ſin, as to what concerns the guilt 
thereof, is to be confeſſed by them: Thus 
David, though he conſiders himſelf as hav- 
ing obtained forgiveneſs, yet he fays", 1 
acknowledged my fin unto thee, and mine in- 
guity have I not bid: I ſaid I will confeſs 5 
my tranſgreſſions unto the Lord. And as we 
are thus to plead guilty, ſo we are to own, 
that God is righteous in all the diſpenſations 

of his providence, when his hand is heavy, 
and his dread falls upon us. And when at 
any time we are ready to queſtion, whether 
our. iniquities are forgiven, or no, in this 
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the Reverend Mr. Stade: 11 
caſe we muſt ſay with Ezra ', Thou, our 
God, haſt\puniſhed us leſs than our iniguities 
deſerve. And if, on the other hand, we 
hope better things concerning our ſelves, as 
having a comfortable ſenſe of our intereſt in 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, whereby the guilt of 
fin is taken away; yet we ought to fear and 
tremble, leſt we ſhould be fo far left to our 
ſelves, that, by contracting freſh guilt, we 
ſhould be expoſed to God's juſt diſpleaſure, 
who may forgive the iniquity of his people, 
as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks*, and yet, as to what 
concerns the external diſpenſations of his 
- providence, tale vengeance of their inven. 
an eee 19 oh 
Moreover, we are to confeſs fin, as that 
which is defiling and enſlaving, whereby 
our hearts and affections are, or at leaſt have 
been, alienated from the life of God, ſerving 
divers luſts and pleaſures ; frequently neg- 
lecting the duties which we were oblig'd to 
per form; and our hearts have been ſome- 
times harden'd in fin, being call'd *ranjgreſ- 
fors from the womb". Thus we are to con- 
demn and abhor our ſelves, and fall down 
before the footſtool of the throne of grace, 
with ſhame and confuſion of face, and the 
exerciſe of unfeign'd repentance for thoſe 
fins which we have reaſon to charge our 
ſelves with, Thus concerning the Duty 
incumbent on all to confeſs ſin. | 


* Chap. ix. 13. * Palm xcix. 8, IIa. xlviii. 8. 
5 23. We 
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2. We are to enquire, Whether a Believ- 
er is oblig d to acknowledge himſelf to be 
the chief of ſinners? Or, whether the apo- 
ſtle had any reference; when he ſtiles him- 
; ſelf ſo, to his preſent condition, as in a con- 
W. verted and juſtified ſtare ? For the under> 
ſtanding of this let it be conſider d, 

(1.) That our confeſſion is to be agree- 
able ro. the nature of things, otherwile it is 
not juſt or warrantable; therefore it is not 
to be ſuppoſed, that a believer, according 

to his preſent frame and condition, who 
maintains a conſtant hatred of all fin, and 
endeavours. to avoid it, is to charge himſelf 
with thoſe enormous crimes, which many 


their circumſtances. Nor is he to conſider 
fin as reigning in, or having dominion over 
him, for that is altogether inconſiſtent with 

his being in a conyerted ſtate, which he is 
ſuppoſed to be, inaſmuch as he is a believ- 
er. He is not to ſay, Lam now as great a 
ſinner as formerly I was, when running in 
_all exceſs of riot; for that would be virtual- 
ly to deny thoſe experiences that he has had 
of the rich, free, and ſovereign grace of 
God, that has effectually call'd and ſancti- 
_ fied, him. 

As he is regenerate, and accotdingly has 
principle of ſpiritual life and grace im- 
planted in him, he is not, in his confeſſing 
fin, to diſown this privilege, nor ought he to 
gerd the experiences he has had of re- 


8 * ſtctlraining 


unregenerate perſons, are guilty of, in all 
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ſtraining grace, whereby a multitude of ſins 
have been prevented; and as there is ſome- 
thing in his ſoul that makes a ſtand againſt 
the power of indwelling corruption, where- 
by he maintains a conſtant warfare and o 
ofition thereunto, he is not to conſider 
Bimſelf as led captive by Satan at his will, 
which would be to ſet aſide the grace of 
God that has brought him hitherto; nor is 
he to look upon ſin as unpardoned, or to 
confeſs it as one that is deſtitute of all ho 
that he has obtained forgiveneſs through 
the blood of Chriſt, ſince he is ſuppoſed 
to be in a juſtified ſtate, _ 
(.) Let it be farther conſider'd, that ne- 
vertheleſs, when a believer compares him- 
ſelf with others, he is not to do it in a vain- 
glorious way, as one who over-values him- 
ſelf, and caſts contempt on them: He muſt 
not ſay with the Phariſee, God, I thank 
thee, that I am nat as other men n. We are 
to be ſenſible, that if God ſhould leave us 
to our ſelves we ſhould be as bad as the worſt 
of men on earth, though we hope and truſt 
that he will never fail us, nor forſake us. 
We have in our corrupt nature the ſeeds 
of all fin, and therefore have reaſon to 
reckon our ſelves, by nature, children of 
wrath, vile as hell; and if we are in any 
reſpects better than others, it is owing to 
the grace of God: Therefore, though God 


© ® Luke xvid. 11. 


will 


14 A Snort on the Death of 
will not charge us with the guilt of thoſs 
fins that we ſhould have committed, had 
we not been prevented wich the bleffings of 
his goodneſs; yet this affords matter er foß 
felf-abaſemetit in bis fight, -wh6 makes us 
to differ from others, as choſe who have n 
thing but what we have received from hien. 
This leads us to confidet, 


| 3 


u. The relief chat bri he — | 


nimſelf to be the chief of ſinners may have; 
from the conſideration of that falvation 


which is diſcover'd in the goſpel. We have 
hitherto conſider d a perſon as burdened 
with a ſenſe of guilt, and fill'd with ſhame 


and ſelf-abhorrence, by reaſon of the pollu- 
tion and defilement of ſin, taking a view uf 
Bit actions as contrary to the law of God,; 
and fecing himſelf worthy to be loathed by 
him, whereby he is render'd very uneaſy ; 
and, if he has any concern about his future 
welfare, he will enquire, whether there be 
any redreſs for him under his preſent griev- 
anee ? In anſwer hereunto there is a diſco- 
very of falvation in the goſpel, viz. that 
God has a deſign to deliver his people from 
the guilt and «dominion of fin, and thereby 
prevent their deſtruction. This is a favour 
that takes its riſe from God alone. Man 


might ſee himſelf plung'd into depths of 


miſery by reafon of ſin, but he could not 
find out any expedient whereby he might 
„ acrain ſalvation, and be re- inſtated in the 
| favour 
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favour of God, which he had forfeited and 
loſt by his a ſrom him. This is &7 
great deſign of the publication of the g 
which proclaims the glad tidings of ſalva- 
tion to loſt ſinners, and liberty to thoſe that 
are in a ſtate of ſervicude to fin and Satan. 
In order to our underſtanding whar is in- 
tended hereby, we muſt conſider ſalvation 
as a bleſſing adapted to the circumſtances of 
thoſe who are humbling themſelves before 
God, and confeſſing themſelves to be the 
chief of ſinners, as was before obſerv'd. 
Does fin bring with it a ſenſe of guilt, where- 
by a perſon apprehends himſelf bound over 
to ſuffer the wrath of God as the conſe- 
quence thereof? Salvation is that whereby 
he is delivered from the wrath to come, and 
not only ſo, but intereſted in the favour 
of God, becomes the object of his love, is 
made partaker of the bleſſings of the cove- 
nant of grace, and has a right and title to 
eternal life. And inaſmuch as guilt, which 
is an obligation to ſuffer puniſhment, has a 
tendency to excite that fear and dread of 
God as a judge, whereby the ſoul flees from 
him as an enemy; ſalvation is that which 
frees him from his flaviſh fear, as being en- 
abled to behold the great God as his friend 
and reconciled Father; which tends to eſta- 
bliſh his comforts, and gives him ene of 
acecls to a throne, of grace. 

Moreover, as fin vitiates the ſoul, defiles 
the conſcience, and by being perſiſted in 
2 renders 


2 


16 A SERMON en the Death of 
renders us more and more averſe to God and 
holineſs; ſalvation includes in it a change 
in all the powers and faculties of the ſoul, 
an habitual inclination to what is good, and 
a defire to approve our ſelves to God as his 
faithful ſubjects in the whole courſe of our 
Converſation, in which we are ſaid to walk 


with him. This is tiled a being /aved and 


called with an internal, effectual, and holy 
calling, which is begun in regeneration; 
and carried on in ſanctification, in which 
we are enabled, in a progreſſive way, to die 
unto ſin and live unto righteouſneſs; to 
love and chuſe that which God approves of, 
and hate every falſe way, and to maintain a 
daily conflict with the remainders of cor- 
ruption in the heart, till all the ſeeds and 
habits thereof are utterly rooted out, and 
the work brought to perfection, and this at- 
tended with compleat bleſſedneſs in a better 
world. Which leads us to conſider, 


III. The perſon by whom, and the means 
whereby, this ſalvation was brought about, 
as it is ſaid in our text, that Chriſt Jeſus 
came into the world to ſave ſinners. Sal- 
vation is not only à work of the higheſt 


importance, as that in which the honour of 


God, and the eternal welfare of his people 


is concerned, but it was attended with thoſe 


difficulties that all the angels in heaven were 


F . 


2 2 Tim. i. 9. 
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creature bring it about himſelf. There 
muſt be an atonement made for ſin, an in- 
finite price given, ſuch as; might ſatisfy the 
demands of juſtice; ſo that God might ap- 
pear to be juſt, and yet juſtify the guilty fin- 
ner; when this is done, and redemption is 
purchaſed, it muſt be applied, Satan van- 
quiſhed, and the power of ſin ſubdued, and 
they who are intereſted: therein, ate to he 
Wade a willing people, the heart of. ſtone 
broken, all the powers and faculties of the 
ſoul entirely ſubjected to the will of God, 
and the work carried on in the heart, againſt 
all the oppoſition that it meets with from 
the corruption of nature, till tis brought to 
perfection. 6 | | IDS, 
This muſt therefore be committed to the 
management of a divine perſon, throughly 
furniſhed with every thing that was neceſſa- 
ty to his petfäculag it ſucceſsfully, and 
with the greateſt advantage. Such an one 
was our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Which leads us 
to ſpeak ſomething concerning the perſon 
to whom this work was committed, and the 


* 


method taken by him to ſave ſinners. 
1. We have in our Text the perſon de- 
ſcribed, to wit, Chriſt Jeſus, who ſuſtained 
the character, and performed the work of a 
mediator, Who was the Son of God incar- 
harte, or the ſecond petſon in the: Godhead 
aſſuming the human nature, and conſequent- 
ly he is able to fave bo the uttermoſt, having 
— * ä a 


* 
adt equal to it, much leſs could the fallen 
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a nature in all things like unto us, ſin only 
excepted. He was capable of yielding obedi- 
ence to the law of God, which we had 
broken, and ſuffering the puniſhment of fin 
we had deſerved; thi hereby the truth of 
the threatning, in which death was render- 
ed the wages of fin, might be illuſtrated, ſb 
that, as by man fin and death, with all the 
deſtructive conſequences thereof, entered in- 
to the world, by man this great deliverance 
might be procured, and death ſwallowed up 
in victory. 

Moreover, as he was divine perſon, 
there was an infinite dignity, and merit re- 
flected on his obedience and ſufferings, on 
which account the price he paid was deem- 
ed ſufficient, and as the conſequence here- 
of, God could not but be well pleaſed in 
him; and his people have the higheſt aſ- 
ſurance, that it was impoffible the work 
mould miſcarry in his hands, ſo that this 
ſalvation is render'd more glorious, from the 
| conſideration of the author of it. Which 
leads us to confider, 

2. The means whereby he brought it 
about; thus tis ſaid in our text, That he 
came into the world to ſave ſinners, This in- 
deed was the firſt ſtep he took with a view to 
our redemption, which includes in it his in- 
- Earnation; and it was neceſlaty in order to 


his making reconciliation fot the ſins of his 


N people. Nevertheleſs, it was not barely his 
coming into the world; but all that he did 


and 


* 
Wo 
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I and ſuffered while he was in it, that was the 


foundation of our juſtification. The apoſtle 
intimates as much when ſpeaking of it, he ſays 


that he humbled himſelf, and became obedient 


unto death, even the death of the croſs ; ſo that 
as our ſurety, he performed all that the law 


and juſtice of God demanded of us, which was 


neceſſary in order to his making ſatisfacti- 


on for ſin, redeeming us from the curſe, 


and condemning ſentence of the law, and 
procuring for us a right to the heavenly 
bleſſedneſs. In this he had to do more eſpe- 
cially with God, in our behalf, whereby 
he put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf ; 
and this work was finiſhed when he roſe 
again from the dead, whereby he was decla- 
red to be the Son of God with power, was ju- 
ſtified in the Spirit, and had an ample teſti- 
mony that nothing farther was demanded as 
a price of our redemption. 45 
Hence the ſalvation of his people took its 
firſt riſe; but yet there was ſomething more 
that remained to be done by him in the ap- 
plication of redemption, and in order there- 
to he aſcended into heaven, triumphing over 
death and hell, and there makes interce i on for 
thoſe whom he had redeemed; and by his Spi- 
rit, ſent for that purpoſe, as the conſequence 
hereof, he works all that grace in their ſouls, 
whereby they are made partakers of that 
branch of ſalvation, which conſiſts in an 
o Phil, ii, 8. 
me CY inter- 
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internal work on their hearts, whereby they 
are quickened, ſanctified, and comforted, 5 
made meet for, and afterwards received to 1 
glory. In all theſe reſpects our Lord Jeſus 
anſwered the end for which he came into 5 
the world, namely, that he might fave fin- 
ners. Which leads us to conſider, | 


IV. The intimation given hereof, as a 
faithful ſe ſaying ; that is, an undoubred truth, 3 
in which the faithfulneſs, as well as the ve- 7 
racity of God, is eminently glorified. | 
Chriſt's coming into the world to. fave ſin- 
ners is what may be depended on, as a mat- 
ter of the greateſt certainty, and therefore 
the account thereof contained in the goſpel 1 
may well be ſtiled a faithful report. And as . 
this was the reſult of an eternal covenant 
between the Father and the Son, and an ac- 
compliſhment of the promiſes contained 

therein, which were the foundation of the 
hope of thoſe, who lived in all foregoing 
ages, it was a demonſtration of the faith- 
fulneſs of God. | 
I. It is a doctrine founded on the ſtrong- 
eſt evidence, ſo that there is no room to 
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doubt or queſtion the truth thereof. And 3 
indeed, it was neceſſary that it ſhould be 4 
thus certain, otherwiſe the chriſtian teligi- 8. 


on would be little more than an amuſement 
or vain ſpeculation; our faith would be un- 
hing'd, and we ſhould have no foundation 
vakereon to ſet our feet: To be a ſceptick 

as 
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as to this matter would be 


. 


gerous and uncomfortable. Bis 
Now, that this may appear to all who 
pay a juſt deference to divine revelation, 
” from whence this doctrine takes is riſe, it 
may be obſerved, that God gave his Peopts 
ground to expect, that Chriſt Jeſus ſhould 
come into the world, in all foregoing ages 
” ſo that tis not to be conſider d as an unfore- 
” ſeen event, as though no notices had been 
given of it to the church before. Our firſt 
parents had an intimation of it immediately 
after their apoſtacy from God, which was, 
as it were, a new life, and foundation of 


hope and comfort to them. The predi- 
cition, indeed, how much ſoever it might 
de explained to them by ſome other methods 


which we have no reaſon to doubt of, is 
laid down in ſcripture in the moſt general 
terms e, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould 
= bruiſe the head of the ſerpent; without gi- 
ving any account When this ſhould” be done, 
or from what particular branch of their de- 
ſcendents, this victorious perſon, who. was 
to bring about their ſalvation, was to ariſe, 
as a bleffing to their miſerable race; 
there was a beam of light that ſhined forth 


in this firſt promiſe, which raifed the expe- 


= ation, and was the foundation of the faith 
of fallen man. | 


Afterwards this promiſe was renewed, 


Sen. iii. 15, 


and 
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and given to the church, in more full and ex- 
pte ſs terms. Abraham had an intimation, 


that one ſhould deſcend from him, in whom 
all the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed *, 
which was a more ſolid foundation of com- 
fort and joy to him, than the numerous ſeed 
that was promiſed him at the ſame time; 
which account he is repreſented as 7ejoy- 
cing to ſee Chriſt's day, be ſaw it and was glad; 
though it is more than probable, that the 
age of the world in which he ſhould be born 
was not revealed to him. 
After this we have a more particular ac- 


count N our Saviour, in the wri- 


tings of the prophets, to whom they are all 
ſaid to give-witneſs*, And ſome of them, 
eſpecially the prophet /aiah, are ſo parti 
cular, as though they deſigned to write an 
biſtory, rather than a prophecy of his life 
and times: Some of them give a character 
of his perſon as God-man, Mediator; the 

rticular family from whence he ſhould 
deſcend; yea,' the place where the ſhould be 
born, and the age of the world in which he 


ſhould come to finiſh tranſgreſſions, make an 


end of fin, and bring in everlaſting righteouſ- 
zeſs. This was incimated by the prophet 
Daniel, who deſcribed him under the cha- 
racter of the Meſſiah *. We have alſo ſeve- 


ral b en Fn to Fo offices that hg 


4 Gen, xii, 18. N John vii. 1 | Acts x. 43. 


8 Dan. ix. 2426. 


2 ſhould 
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ſhould execute, the different ſtares and con- 
ditions in which he ſhould be, the ſufferings 
that he ſhould endure, and the triumphs 
and glory that ſhould follow. _. - 
* Tis not therefore to be wonder d at, that 
the Jeus univerſally, and with a kind of 
* impatience expected his coming, how much 
ſoever they were afterwards offended in bing 
becauſe he did not appear with that extern 
pomp and grandeur which was agreeable to 
the Idea they had of a ſecular dominion, 

which they vainly fancied he ſhould then 
erect: Their language was to this purpoſe ; 
; Why are his chariot wheels ſo long a com- 
ing, until the daybreak, and the ſhadows flee 
away, make haſt Iny beloved, and be like a roe, 
or a young hart, upon the mountains . And ic 
is plain, that they underſtood thoſe predi- 
ctions that felated to the time of his appear- 
ing, as what ſhould be fulfilled in the age 
in which he was born, and therefore, if an 
pretended to the character of the Meſiab,eſpe- 
cially if they were diſpoſed to make tumults 
and inſurrections, as ſome did, there were 
multitudes ready to adhere to them, as the 
FJewiſb hiſtorian obſerves *, though it were 
to their own ruin. And indeed, they were 
ſo full of this matter, that they could nor 
conceal it from the Heathen, with whom 
they converſed, which gave occaſion to them 


4 Cant, iii. 17, compar d cvith Chap. viii. 14. 
* See Joſ. Ant. Lib. xviii. cap. 1. Lib. xx. cap. 2. & de Bel. 
Jud. Lib. II. Cap. 6, 7 
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to mention it as what they had received by 
tradition from the eus, and was commonly 
reported among them, that à great King w 
to appear at that time, who ſhould make vaſl 
changes in the world, which raiſed their 
Falouſy, as fearing that ſomething might 


come to paſs which would endanger the 


ruin of the Roman empire. Whereas in- 
deed, our Saviour did not deſign to erect a 
kingdom that was of this world, but ſuch as 
vas of a ſpiritual nature, and bring the 
eathen to embrace that faith, which was 
ts be publickly proclaimed, and eſtabliſhed 
in the goſpel-diſpenſation, and not to de- 
ſtroy them by force of arms, which he did 
not give the leaſt encouragement to his fol- 
lowers to do. 


Tubus Chriſt's coming into the world 3d 


fave ſinners was expected, putſuant to What 
was predicted concerning it; which, If we 
compare with the goſpel-hiſtory, we ſhall 
find, that what is therein recorded is exactly 
agreeable thereunto; and the truch thereof is 
eſtabliſhed by the teſtimony of thoſe who 
were eye-witneſſes ro what they reported, 
having bad the honour of an intimate con- 
verſation with our Saviour; and they were 
men of an unſpatted character, therefore 
_ what they imparted to the world cannot rea- 
ſonably be denied or diſbelieved. by any, 

Moreover the teſtimony that was given to 


7 I Vid, Suet. in Veſpaſ, & Tigit. Hilter. Lib. V. 


Chriſt's 


| atteſted t 
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Chrilt's miſſion was divine; inaſmuch # 3s every 
miracle that was wrought was of that kind, 
and therefore ſufflicient to excite a Uivine 
faith; and the witneſs of the apoſtles; that 
= ſuch miracles were wrought, and that what 
> Is related in the Goſpels concerning pur Savi- 
our Was true, was as good a an evidence as we 
could 1 or defire. The perſons 
7 eſe things, and were ſent to pub- 
lich the goſpel to the world, were choſen by 


him to be witneſſes of "his - teſurrection | 


from the dead, on which all the other 
branches of the chriſtian religion depend. 
Theſe were men who had no ſiniſter ends in 
view, nor indeed was it poſſible for them to 
promote their ſecular intereſt thereby: On 
the other hand, they were given to expect, 
© when firſt called to this ſervice, to be hated 
of all men for his name's ſake; and to do 
this nor only at their peril, but at the loſs of 
their very lives. And as this was ſofficienc 
© ro eſtabliſh their ſincerity and faithfulneſs in 
the report they gave, ſo they were not deſti- 
tute of a divine teſtimony by miracles, add- 
ed to their own, which was a means; attend- 
ed with the' peculiar bleſſing of rhe; Spiriedf 
God, to propagate the goſpel through the 
5 e and dring many to the obedience of 
fait 0 
2. There is another thing enen is 
5 Expteſſfon, when the ap offs calls ira fi atth- 
Jul Jaying, namely, . Cite e in 
to the world to fave ſinners, was the reſult 
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26 A SERMON on the Death of 
of the divine faichfulneſs, inaſmuch as this 
was done purſuant to an eternal covenant, 
that paſſed between the Father and the Son, 
relating to this matter. There is nothing 
done in the whole method of providence and 
grace, but what was pre-concerted, and ac- 
cordingly was the reſult of God's eternal 
purpoſe: And as the Father and the Son had 
each of them a diſtin concern in the 
work of our redemption, they had each 
a diſtin conſideration in the eternal plan 
that was laid in order to its being brought 
about. Thus our Saviour was, as the apo- 
Re expreſſes it, fore-ordazin'd before the foun- 
dation of the world; call'd to engage in the 
office of a mediator ;\ the whole work of the 
redemption of the ele& committed to his 
management; promiſes phe him for his 
encouragement herein, of which ſome rela- 
ted to his having an human nature, curiouſ- 
-ty fram'd and prepar'd by the Father, and 
furniſh'd by the Holy Ghoſt, with all thoſe 
gifts and graces that were neeeſſary to his 
engaging in this work; and there were other 
promiſes relating to his being earried ſucceſo- 

| Tully rough it, vig. that after the Juffering 

* 4 th he ſhould be crowned with glory and 
63447 3 and then, have the application of 


__ 


redemption committed to him, that ſo it 


„might be truly faid of him, that he per- 


—— ñ—ä—äꝓ— — 
I — 
— — — 

5 7 
— — 


— — 


— - 


— — — ̃ Un 
— — — 
— —— = by — — — 22 


— =_ 
— —— — mſqU)U . ESI 
— — 


* 
„ 
i ' * 
1 
4. 
. 

. 
wo 
$4 7] 
118 
114 
71 | 
| | 
— 4 
$1901) a 

: 

1 
9 1 
'4 

7 

1 
4 

18 
4 4 = 

4 b 


_  form'd the work, 
the glory thereof. 


and has a right to bear 
* 


3 
On 3 
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On the other hand, our Saviour, being 
called to perform this work, gave his fall | 
# conſent thereunto, expreſs'd in thoſe words, 
Lo, I come to do thy will; I am content that 
A thou ſhouldſt bore mine ear; I am willing 
to be thy ſervant, to perform this important 
Work; I delight to do thy will, O God. The 
work lay very near his heart, inaſmuch as it 
= would bring the higheſt revenue of glory to. 
the divine name. And indeed, it was abſo- 
® lutely neceflary, not only that he ſhould be 
called to it, but that he ſhould comply with 
this call. Had he not been call'd to it, God 
the Father could not have accepted of any 
thing that might have been done by him, as a 
price of redemption, how valuable ſoever ĩt 
* might be in it ſelf: And his compliance is 
=> equally neceſſary, inaſmuch as he was to be 
> ſubſtiruted in the room of ſinners, be charg'd 
with their guilt, and bear the puniſhment 
that was due to them, though he was in all 
> other reſpects guiltleſs. Now juſtice can- 
= not admit of any one's bearing that guilt 
Which was contracted by others and ſuffer- 
ing the puniſhment that was due to them, 
without his own conſent. This he freely 
gave, and promis'd to fulfil the work that 
was committed to him; therefore, as his be- 
ing ſent into the world to ſave ſinners, was 
a diſplay of the faithfulneſs of God the Fa- 
ther; his doing this with his own conſent, 
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* Pfalm xl. 5. 
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purſuant to what he had ſtipulated in this 
eternal covenant, was an inſtance of the 
glory of his own faithfulneſs, which divine 
perfection belonging equally to him with 
the Father, was eminently glorified alſo in 
every thing that he did and ſuffered in order 
ro the falyation of his people; and there- 
fore we may well call this doctrine, relating 
to his coming into the world to fave ſinners, 


a ' faithful . n leads vs g con- 


feen : 


= The een thereof; and how 
it ought to be apply'd to our ſelves, and im- 
prov'd by us for our ſupport and comfort. 
It is not enough for us to be convinc'd, that 
there Was ſuch a perſon as our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; who firſt dwelt among us, and then, 
when be had finiſh! d the work he « Came into 


TEES 


in it, and make out our enen intereſt in 
that ſalvation, the procuring whereof was 
the great deſign of his coming into the 
world ; and accordingly Chriſt and his be- 
50 are to be embraced and received by 
alt a 
Salvation cannot but be reckon da Wi 
ble bleſſing, and if ſo, then the glad tidings 
thereof cannot but be acceptable; and Chriſt, 
who was the author of it worthy of our 
higheſt eſleem. When the work of our re- 
demption * there was a commiſ- 


Ng | bog 
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ſion given to publiſh it to the world. Chriſt _ 
is repreſented in the preaching of the goſpel - 
as the object of our ſupreme love, the deſire 
of all nations, and conſequently the object 
of faith, and finners are call'd to come to 
him, that they may have life, and to in- 
duce them hereunto, he is ſet forth in the 
excellency of his perſon, as the only begot- 
ten of the Father, full of grace and truth ;. 
as having all the perfections of the divine 
nature, and therefore being all- ſufficient, 
able not only to make us happy, but to do 
exceeding abundantly above what we can either 
Gr ono ded ns bole _ 
le is alſo, repreſented as a merciful and 
faithful high-prieſt, who can have compaſ- 
ſion on thoſe who are miſerable, and is willing 


to pals by all the injuries they have offer'd 


to him, who/e thoughts are not as our thoughts, 


nor his ways as-0ur ways, Are they burden- 
ed with a ſenſe of guilt, . and afraid to come 
into the preſence of an abſolute God? Do 
they tremble at his wrath, which is as @ con- 


fuming Fire? Are they in the utmoſt per- 


plexity and diſtreſs, as knowing no way to 
eſcape it, or to obtain that peace which may 


render them comfortable and happy? Theſe 


are call'd to come to him, in hope of ob- 
taining ſalvation from him. He is repre- 


ſented as having a ſufficiency of merit to 
make atonement for the greateſt ſins; a 
righteouſneſs, in which all who are intereſt- 
ed are accepted in the fight of God; he 


; | preſents 
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30 A SERMON on the Death of 
preſents to their view all the graces and 

comforts of his Spirit, which he has to be- 
ſtow, inaſmuch as he has all the promiſes 
of the covenant of grace in his hand, which 
he will certainly make good; and therefore 
we may depend upon it, that as he will nor 
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ta reject thoſe that come to him by faith, fo | 
0 they ſhall de made partakers of thoſe bene 
(ol fits which he came into- the world to pro- 4 
Na cure, which will render them not only ſafe, © 
% but happy in the midſt of all the dangers 1 
0 and difficulties which they are expos d to in | 
139 this world. NC 7 
440 He promiſes to beſtow on them all thoſe 
"it diſtinguiſhing marks of favour which be- I 
jth long to them whom he delights to honourz 


he ſecures to them, that they ſhall obtain by 
his grace a complete victory over all their 
ſpiritual enemies; and that he will confer 
upon them that crown of righteouſneſs 


—» we—w— = . — en er ern 


——_— 
— 


| 4 
I | which is reſerved for his ſaints in a better 
14 world. ro x 
15 One would think, that this kind and gra- 
„ c10us overture ſhould be embrac'd with the 1 
19.00 greateſt readineſs; that the goſpel ſhould 
ſal make its own way into the hearts and affe- 
MI ions of thoſe to whom it is preach'd: But, 
IN alas! it is far otherwiſe, for we muſt conſi- 3 
| "2 

$ 


der many of thoſe to whom this ſalvation is 
_ diſcovered, as reſolutely bent to go on in their 
courſe of rebellion againſt God. Some are 
ready to think, that they may atrain ſalvation 
another way; they entertain a vain dream, 
- Ga + | of 


— 
— — 
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of obtaining happineſs without having any 
thing to do with Chriſt, or that they have 
a ſufficiency in themſelves to atone for their 
fins, and procure acceptance in the fight of 
God; they truſt in a refuge of lies, and lean 
on a broken reed; weary themſelves in the 
greatneſs of their way, ſeeking life and ſal- 
vation where it is not to be found, 1 
It is an hard matter for the ſinner to be 
per ſuaded, that ſalvation by Chriſt alone is a 
doctrine worthy of all acceptation; eſpeci- 
ally to perſuade him ſo to believe it as pra- 
ctically to improve it for his own advantage, 
and have recourſe to Chriſt as waiting for 
ſalvation in his own way. But when the re- 
ort of the goſpel is attended with the reve- 
poo of the arm of God, a principle of ſpi- 
ritual life and grace implanted in the heart, 
and the ſtubborn will of man brought into 
ſubjection to Chriſt ; the heart of ſtone ta- 
ken away, and an heart of fleſh given; 
when all things are created anew in the 
. ſoul, the eyes of his underſtanding enlight- 
ned, whereby he is enabled to fee theſe great 
truths in their own beauty. and glory, and 
the oppoſition that there was in his heart 
to them removed; then ſalvation by Chriſt 
will appear to be the moſt acceptable meſ- 
ſage that can be proclaim'd; then he is in- 
ternally diſpos d to comply with the goſpel- 
call, by the energy and power of the Holy 
. Ghoſt, being filled wich admiring appre- 


henſions of hat grace that is contain d chere- 


Was. 
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in, and the higheſt affection to him, who. 
is the author of it. Then the language of 
the ſoul is, Lord, I bow down before thy 
" ſceptre; though 1 have long ſtood it out 
« againſt thet ; thou haſt at length over- 
come me by thy grace, who confeſs my 
« ſelf to be ſo vile that I am aſhamed to lift 
« up mine eyes to heaven. 

This is true repentance, proceeding from 
a renewed-nature. He calls to mind his for- 
mer converſation, and is aſtoniſhed, aſha- 
med, and even confoutided, that he ſhould 
run ſo great lengths in rebellion againſt ſuch 
a Saviout ; how he was like the ſwift dro- 
- medary traverſing her ways; he was hardly 
ever inclined, before this, to confeſs himſelf 
' the chief of frnners; but now he has a full 
conviction thereof. Tis matter of amaze- 
ment to him, that he was not long before 
this ſtruck down to hell with a thunder- 
bolt, and he admires and adores the riches 


of divine grace, that Chriſt ſhould conde- 


ſcend to look upon ſuch a wretch as he 


Thus be 18 muy hutmbled, and caſts bith- 


- ſelf at the foot of Jeſus, and by faith receiv- 


ing what he is pleaſed to impart, he makes 
an entire ſurrender of himſelf to him, and 
| bumbly - hopes and truſts that he ſhall be 

revented by him, from turning back into 
the paths of the deſtroyer. He is ſenſible 
that he has a corrupt nature that is daily 


— to betray and lead him aſide from 
1 God; 


1 e Skis 3 


Gals therefore k'defires Chriſt's-1 15 a 
on, degging to be detiyered from a 7 
ritual enemies; but woe eſpecial! fr 

that which is rhe mot ſubtle 50 Gahtercs, 

namely, Rimfelf; and that he my een a 
tirely devoted to Chriſt, abd hive 25 ü 

nion Nh Him, thar fe the 6 $00d workay hich 
19 begun in. bim ma ay be carried on, and 

made partaker of | the- conſdlaticths Of the 
Holy Ghoft, whereby he may be Enabled 
. and more to taſte the ſw etheſs of the 
love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in his heart, and 
may have che firſt fruits of ſalvation Here: 
the earneſt and pledge of that pe 


which Chtiſt will 55M _ his laing 
after.” 11453 


Peigiublt bis been öhler -d. wy us 
foregoing Head, ſeveral thirigs may be Tis 
ferr'd, rs ory ON MM Nals 1 

1. That, ſinee the beſt of God's ſaints have 
ſometimes ſcent reaſon to confeſs themiſtl ves, 
eſpecially as to what reſpects their covers 
fatien while in a ſtare of 'unregenerac t 
ha ve been ch thief of 'foriners, we' may cons 
clude, chat they who are altogether deft 
cute ef A fanſe of ſin have g dad to frar, 
that oy ate ſtrangers to the grace of God; 
for this-has'the greateſt — 2 to humble 
and bring ds to repentance: But this can't | 


have recourſe to Chriſt for forgiveneſs, as 
he fs; the whole 11 nat the phyſician, but 
t - rheg 


* 


be where there is no ſeũſe of ſin; füch cart 
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Hey thak.are fich: or, that be came not to 
call the figbetous, but fimers to repentance:, 
As, all. reproofs will be diſregarded'by thoſe 
who, perſiſt in, their on vindication, and 
fay, with, Epbrainn, tn all my labours they ſhall 
find, nope ini quit) in me that were, fin; ta | 
he moſt. preſſing motives to induce them to 
ek ſalvation in Chriſt will be to no pur- 
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e that they are guilty before 
e td / Tide Ai, WM 
2. Though a believer has obtained for- 
23 from God of all the ſins which he 0 
as formerly committed; yet this is not in- 
conſiſtent. with his being humbled. for, and 
often calling them to mind. Some who 
have had a comfortable, hope that they are 
in a juſtified Nate, have, notwithſtanding, ex, 
Preſs d themſelves to this purpoſe; ' though 
God has graciouſly forgiven me I cannot 
forgive my ſelf, that is, I can't think on 
my paſt conduct, without regret and ſhame ; A 
and it is agreeable to what the prophet ſays, 
That thou mayſt remember and be confounded, I 
and never open thy mouth any. more becauſe of 
thy ſhame, when I am pacified toward thee, 


for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord 


Nat. ix. 13, 1. * Hoſea xii, 6. * Eck. vi: 63- 
3 ; | God. 


. 
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God. And Job calls to inind the ſins of his 
youth, and — that God was writing 
bitter things againſt bim for teme; _ 
elſe where, *abbors 5's binfalf, and repents in duſt 
and aſhes, hotwithſtanding all the experi- 
ences he had- had of the grace of God in 
ſubduing and pardoning them. A believer 
looks forward with hope, when he conſiders 
the bleſſings that are reſerved for him, and 
back ward with ſorrow and ſelf-abaſement, 
whereby he retains 4' conſtant ſenſe. of his 
own -vnworthineſs, / He comforts himſelf in 
Chriſt; while he is greatly afflicted withothe 
remembrance of what he has done againſt 
him, and the many inſtances of contempt 
that he has caſt on che Wee ſpel, which at 
Rees he apprehends to be the ſpring of wo 
| rt and encouragement, 4m 
23. e are not to expect to find relief x un- 
der a ſenſe of the guilt of ſin, by conceal- 
ing or extenuating it, or to take enoourage- 
ment, that there are others whoſe crimes are 
more notorious than ours, but by.  havi 
recourſe to that ſalvation that is in, Chriſt, 
We are to charge our ſelves with guilt, and 
then ſeek to be diſcharged from Th that 
atonement he has made. When we confels 
ſin we are not to ſay, Lord, I am not ſo 
great a ſinner as many others in the world, 
therefore I hope, that thou wilt deal well with 


g me; or, I haye been diligent in che per form- 


Job xiü. 26. 0 f Chap. xlii. 6. | 5 
f E 2 ance 
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ante of many motal duties, and far; this tes · 


ſon, I.truſt that thou wilt oyerlook the un-. 

avoidable infirmities and failures of life, — 
I might accuſe. my, ſelf. of; this is to ſeek. 
righteouſnels' and ſalvation in our ſelves ra- 


then chan in Chriſt. The apoſtle Paul could 


ſay chat. before his converſion he was with 
reſpect to the. righte hich is in tbe 
low blemeleſs, in —— eye:of the world :, yet 


ſinners, he tact himſelf the chef . 
Me are in no danger of being guilty of excel: 


in onde mning our ſelves, provided — 
ſelves at the ſame time te Chriſt as 
Gad's: Yo cdalvegion.. The -woupd, that fin hay 


ply our 


* is not to be ſł inn d over, but laid open 
dae en d to the-battom, which may be 
painful, and upeaſy to us, but we: muſt be- 
rake bor ſelves to Chriſt for the 
the of his blood, which is the only le way 
for us 4 ſind eaſe and comfort. 
A. Did Chriſt came into che world to 1 
che chief of ſinners, we may infer from 


thence, that the goſpel is ſo far from Jead- 


ing petſons to deſpair, that it is the: only re- 
medy, againſt it, as it affords relief to thoſe 
that are under @ ſenſe. of the guilt f lin, 


which lies as an inſupportable burden on 
their conſęiences. It puts them, indeed, up- 


on deſpairing of obtaining ſalvation any 
other way chan by Chriſt's righteoulnels z 


'8Phil, ij 6. 
F but 


when: he ſpeaks of Chriſt as coming to ſave 


vir- 
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enn do, without the efficacious grace of 


| but it it a foundation of hope to thoſe that 


vation is to be attained by any thing we 


God. We freely own, that ſalvation is not 


5 in our own power; but we- are: encouraged 


to apply our ſelves to Chriſt for it, and to 
hope in the mercy of God through him, and 
in ſo doing we ſhall find that all our debt 
ate cancell d; and what Chriſt has done anT 
ſuffer d placd to our account, which wilt 


1 give us ſolid peace of conſcience, and in 


Na | A { 
% 9 +d + 
: 
f . 


coming to him, though weary: and heavy las 
* den, we ſhall exper 


jence the accompliſh+ 
ment of that.promiſe, that be will grve-wn 


56. From the account we have, concerns 


| 4 ing the means by which Chriſt ſaves ſinners, 
* we are induced to ſer the higheſt value on 


loye he has expreſs d herein Salvation is a 
work peculiar to God; therefore ſince the 


x as being valuable in 


. 


Character of a Saviour belongs to our Lord 


thoſe divine perfections that are eminently 
glorified in this great work, and to conceive 
of every thing that he bas done and ſuſer d. 
tion thereunto. 
In this reſpe& God js ſaid ta have laid help 
on one that is mighty, as he is elſewhere ſti- 

led, mighty to ſaue. The blood by which 


> Mat. zi. 28, 516, Kii. . 


che 
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the church was redeemed is called the ᷣ , 
F God; and indeed, it is only ſuch an one 
that could manage it with fuboels, ſo that 
the work. 7 ſhould not er in * 
hand. 1 

And we we hoy donſider him ie 
vine perſonz owe. may take occaſion to ad- 
mire his condeſcending love, which muſt, 


for the ſame reaſon, be reckoned infinite: 


That ſuch an one ſhould come into this mi- 
ferable and loſt: world; and in our nature, 
by bearing it, and 


heal his _ by . wounded for their 


grace, har we may truly. conclude bim to Y 
be, as deſc ribed, wy * ll Wen 


tion. "I 2 

6. From what 10 been nid concerning 
this as being a true and faithful ſaying, we 
may infer the ſtupidity and miſery of thoſe 
who believe not the report of the goſpel, 
which is founded on the ſtrongeſt evidence; 
as our Saviour ſays, If ye believe not that I 
am be, ye ſhall die in your ſins; i. e. if 
e that Fam: — Mediator, 


deſigned and ſent. by the Father to expiate 


ſin, and every way fitted to do it, you are 


in a loſt ſtate. It is a dangerous thing to be i 


ſeeptics as to this matter, inaſmuch as it is a 
doctrine of the higheſt importance, and to 
entertain any doubt thereof, is inconſiſtent 


k ARs xx, . It 24. 
| 55 with 
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with that faith which accompanies ſalva- 
tion; andi it is alſo to ſhut our againſt 
the cleareſt evidence; which is a ſad in- 
ſtance of judicial blindneſs,” and renders the 
Fgoſpel, which is a diſplay of che glory of 
Gad in the face of 0 iſt, .of tio effect irs 
them. 17 ot nohnam 
5 i Moreover, F we under the faichs 
5 loch of God, as fignally glorified in ſends 
ing. Chriſt into the world "to: ſave-finners] 
15 — our Mediator, as faithful and true in 
= fulfilling, what he had engaged todo and 
ſuffer in. — thereunto ; wWe may conclude; 


that all the promiſes Which are yet to be 


1 accompliſhed ſtall certainly be made good 
by him, from whence the heirsiofifalvacion 
may have ſtrong conſolation) and a well: 


grounded hope, ier the work of grace 


Which is begun in them, ſhall be carried on; 


that as there has hitherto been no failure in 


5 any part of the work that he has undertaken 


to manage, ſo he will certainly perform it, 


upon which account believers may encous 
rage themſelves to hope, that they ſhall 


perſevere to the end, and that all che proi 


miſes, which are yea and Amen in him, 
= ſhall be fulfill'd, and that he will bring 
thoſe in whom the work of ſalvation is be- 
gun, to the full poſſeſſion of that bleſſedneſs 
which is now in reverſion, whereof t hey 
5 . the earneſt and ee druf + * this 
= MIC As 7787 
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2% This Teds to peak: fomerhing org 
immediately relating to the occaſion of 


inſiſting on this ſubject) irhich was, as 


obſerv d before; the deſire of your late re- 


* verepd: paſtor, who cou not forbear te 


mention the great ſupport and. comfort 
that it affarded bim ifi his laſt fickneſs, 
which: put an end to his work among you, 
Fam: very ſendibly afflicted for, and ſympa- 
chize with you in your preſent deſtitute 
condition. The great God, whoſe unalter- 
able decree has fixed the bounds of life, ab 


well as determined the meaſure of our oſe⸗ 7 
fulneſs therein, has made an awful breach 


upon yau in the removal of him who has | 
for tue und fwenty Years paſt, gone in and 
aut before you·- When 1 conſider him es 
well qualified for the work which he was 
engaged in. and deſirous to be extenſively 
uſeful to the utmoſt of his ability in preach- 
ing, and pleading for the great doctrines of 


the goſpel. L can't but think, that the loſs % 


of him affects many others, though indeed 
it falls with much more weight on you, t 
whom he, more eſpecially, ſtood related in the 

bonds — and doubt not but thete 


are many among you, who tetain the impreſſi- 


ons of his valuable labaurs, and darneſt 'ex- 
hortations to helieve in Chriſt, which ren- 1 
ders his memory very dear to them. 

It is not, I confeſs, very agrecable to my 
inclination, or uſual cuſtom, to enlarge on 


the 


e Nabe ren SLABEN. pr - 
the perſofal ehatucter 46f2deceaſed” friends 
n publick diſcohrſss of this natur; an dt 
is a ſtanding rule that ot. gene raf y - 
ſerre to take no notice ef ay eg 
© chew? erveßt went ebnseftis theſr experi- 
ence of the comirierfioari6tis/ of divine grace 
= whetilon a dearh/bed/ of che telling dt 
they chetiſelves deſtre mould beer 

cated of their —— 2 td ke Faith 


of the golpel: Bur Pats bg'd at preſent, 
to echter a little into che pea ehatacter 
of your deetaſed parfter; dee hy Aitor Hence 


© [ſhould give oecaſto to uf Nes th that 
my cnGAling thoſ© thiigs Seit kes 
been b vnlure Him IU Wefe an argu- 
ment that! apprehended chere was ſbfhe- 
hing it his converſetioh' car Woelck inst 
5 bear the ght. Th 701 007 „ N77 ig 108 
| Ir is certain; dhat hie was ent tom 
affecting * it on an Hypbert ene 
bx appea > put Moti ors kl 
1 chere ber, al chaten Him mighe ry 
eeaſily obſetoz, chat his edfverſhrion Ws de- 
W-rendtd eh forge tre moins fat EM 
pleaſamry ieh rends ted Vit lagradable to 
maty, chile Sthere w HdfApt & denfdreiſt, 
| hb are UifpssUtoHnakEthen — 
2a word und court! thdrtlgiffol intflniffets 
whichirh&pthenf{elves) reckbh bd drs m 
& others: 1Cafreinly oe Alle wanee d 
de made fer natural tempefę hies e- 
W ty higdoambrier for any oneltb alter, tillsg 


ede difpe 


tende wert ſome af 
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42 ASERMON' on the Death of 
of providence, give a diffetent turn to it; 
but if no allowance muſt be made for it, it 
will be difficult to find any perſon in this 
imperfect ſtate that does not expoſe himſelf, 
ſome way or other, to reproach and calum- 
ny. Iwill not deny, but that an airy tem- 
per in ſome, as well as a ſullen and moroſe 
diſpoſition in others, which is the reverſe 
thereof, expoſes perſons to ſome tempta- 
tions, and may be accompanied with hole 
ſinful infirmities Which they can't wholly 
exculpate themſelves from on the one hand. 
nor avoid on the other; and the greateſt 
difficulty they have to conflict with in this caſe 
is, the danger they are in of perſons taking 
offence at them, which all are to endeavour, 
as far as it is poſſible, to fence againſt, and 
not give juſt occaſion for it, eſpecially they * 
who are in publick ſtations of life. <z 
This, 1 think, ie the moſt that can be 6 
faid, as an alloy to his character; and it is 
well, if they whe with too great. ſeverity 4 
condemn. him for it, are not guilty of thoſe 
infirmities that are equally culpable : How- 4 


ever, I muſt do him the juſtice, to mention 
one thing that will in ſome meaſure alleviate 
the charge brought againſt the airineſs f 
his temper, which I have often taken notice 
of, and, I believe, there are many who are 
ready to join with me herein, from what 
they have alſo obſerved in his converſation, 
vix. that when he gave himſelf the greateſt iſ 
liberty in indulging his natural temper, he 
be L | con- 


ken in their man. 
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conſcientiouſly avoided the leaſt appearance 
of making things ſacred the ſubject of wit 
or drollery; and when- any one took” oca- 
ſion from thence, to run into any vile exceſ- 
ſes of that nature, he would expreſs the ut- 

* moſt deteſtation of it, and N 4 them 
telli 


with gravity and faithfulneſs, ng them; 
that if they imagined that what th 
obſerved in his diſcourſe gave the leaſt 
= umbtage to ſuch 'profaneneſs, or they 
thought that he could allow himſelf in any 
ching that ſavour'd of it, they were miſta- 


I (ſhall now proceed to conſider ſome 
things that were valuable in his character, 
which they who duly attend to, will have 
more favourable thoughts of him as a Mini- 
ſter and a Chriſtian. The firſt impreſſions 
that he had of the grace of God on his 
heart, were, as he has occaſionally mention- 
ed to ſome, under the miniſtry of that ex- 
cellent, pious and ' judicious divine, Mr, 
= Richard Taylor, about the age of fourteen 
or fifteen, by whoſe direction and advice he 
was put under the tuition of the reverend 
Mr. Jollie, near Sheffield, who uſed thoſe 
methods that were neceſlary to reſtrain his 
pupils from immoral practices, as well as 
inſtruct them in thoſe things for which _ 
were committed ro his care, and though 
he often reproved Mr. Sladen for the gaiety 
of his temper, and complained of it to his 
worthy friend but now mentioned; yet hei- 

1 | F 2 | ther 
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hy of them could ſee: £74 reaſons . | 
ir, SP any; iramoralities rom. in 
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"We en at eee Pre and. fend, be 
322 t be, paſtoral office in this 
Jo at tha t rime, and ever 3 they 
had. « utmaſt ſatis faction, notyithſtand-- 
ing et ,cenlori us. temper of ſome who 
did — now him ſo well, that he was 
not only. a ſincere. chriſtian, but a workman 
that.need, not be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the v ord. of of. truth, and earneſtly, deſirous 
ta do 8900 to the fouls of thoſe under his 
care. He fed. them with ſound doctrine, 
the great defign whereof was to advance 
the grace of God, the perſon and offices of 
the Mediator, and. ta promote practical 
godlineſs, 25 duile on that foundation; and 
- diſcovered herein, that his heart was in 
the work. His. diſcourſes: were not only 
adapted to inform thę judgment, but raiſe 

the afte&ions gf his audience,  - 
have been told, though you are 3 
— f judges thereof, that he was for ſome 


months: paſt, more than ordinarily pathe- 


tic, both in lamenting the declining ſtate of 
religion, and in prefling hts people to ad- 
here Reufaſtiy to the doctrines of the go- 
ſpel, i in a day when. Dany;cu0n aſide from 
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them; making:a ſolemn _ to them, av 
he did im one of the laſt diſdeurſes he deli- 
veredy that hei had not ſhunned te declare 
the whole dounſelb of Gedi that he had 
® coveted no mats ſilver nor gold, nor ap- 
© panel, not ſaeking theirs; but them; 425 
fectionately warning them agaiait impe- 
nitency and unbelief, as they would not; 
have him apptar ad a ſwift Witneſs "gains 
them, at the great dane Whether - he 
thought, at the ſame time}: that his minis 
ſtty was almoſt at an end oe know. not, 
but it is certain, that ſome W heard him 
could not but tlünk, that he preadhed like 
one who was taking his farewel of them 
and of the world this was his method of 
preaching, eſpecially of late 
As co his conduct and behaviour, in, his 
publick miniſtry”, occaſionally exerciſed 
elſewhere, as. well as in his private con- 
verſation, he was remarkable fot his zeal 
in oppoſing the growing errors of the day; 
and if he gave occaſion to any to think it 
was not ſufficiently temper'd with charity, 
he was ready on all occaſions to let them 
know, that he could diſtinguiſh between 
charity for doctrines ſubverſive of the go- 
ipel, and that which is to be extended to 
the perſons of all men: It was a zeal: for 
truth, in oppoſition to thaſe that endeavour 
. to fap the very foundation of - our faith 

and hope; and he has ſometimes expreſſed 
4 e _ 2 Bock would enable 


him 
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him to give a' teſtimony thereunto with 
his dying breath, and this it pleaſed God 
to favour him with; which leads us to 


conſider the laſt ſcene of his life: 


It was but a few days before his — 


neſs, at which time his health ſeem'd not 
to be i in the leaſt impaired, that he intima- 


ted in converſation with a friend, that he 


neither expected nor defired to continue 
long in this world, while lamenting the 
degeneracy of the preſent age; and when 
he was caſt upon his dying bed, his reply 
to one that aKed him, whether he had any 


expectation thar he ſhould be reſtored to 


health, was, that though | he knew not 
the ſecret purpoſe of God with relation 
thereunto, yet Te it was referred to his 
own choice, he would rather deſire to 
leave the world: And after this, when he 
had the ſentence of death Wichin himſelf, 


and was ſtrongly perſuaded, that he fhould 


not live above two or three hours, (tho' in 
this he was miſtaken) he called his Family, 
and ſeveral of his friends together, and 

gave a ſolemn teſtimony to the doctrine 
of juſtification by Chriſt's imputed righte- 
'ouſneſs, as that which was the foundation 


bpof his hope and comfort in death, adviſed 

them to continue ſtedfaſt in that doctrine, 
and to ſeek ſalvation only by Chriſt, who 
came into the world to ſave ſinners, as 


they valued the welfare of their immortal 


Souls, and that this was that which he 
found 
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found a comfortable doctrine in a dying 
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Thus God has been pleaſed, not only to 
give you, as a church of Chriſt; a paſtor 
that has inſtructed you in thoſe doctrines 
which are of the higheſt importance, from 
the pulpit, but he has alſo been pleas'd to 
uſe another method to eſtabliſh you there- 
in, by giving you to ſee the comfortable 
fruits and effects of a ſteady adherence 
ftchereunto, and à practical improvement 
thereof, as it affords the greateſt'compoſure 
of ſpirit in the immediate view of Heath, 
which, though formidable in it ſelf, is ren- 
dered defirable to a believer; when God is 
pleaſed, by the inward teſtimony of his ſpl- 
rit, to give him a bleſſed hope, and fore- 


caſte of that glory which it will bring him 
to the fruition of. 
May you, in God's good time, be pro- 
ded wich another to ſucceed in the paſto- 
ral office, who ſhall continue to feed you 
with wholſome doctrine, agreeable to the 
mind of Chriſt, and indeed no doctrine is ſo, 
but what has a tendency to advance his glory, 
as ſet forth in the goſpel. | 
And as you defire and hope for this bleſ- 
ſing, 1 would recommend to you the daily 
Kerciſe of-faich and prayer to the grent 
ſhepherd of the ſheep, that he would direct 
your way, and point out to you the man 
whom he has qualified for, and deſigned to 
employ in this important Service; that he 


may 
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May appeat to be &paſtorafhivoun chookng, 
who may feed you according to the integrity 
of his heart, and guide qu by tha ſkilfulneſs 
of hands that you may be- built up in 
Sur holysfaith; and, theughthe providence 


al God has: at ꝑteſent hionghit a dark cloud 


Ovzr you, „ hef would: give you ground to 
hope, that allightf ſhall ſhinen out of dark- 
neſo, and you be enabled, not only tb fill 
up he relation ſyou ſtand-tviro one another 
with choſe: duties Which it balls for; ut 
may daily experience, thut you: bave fel- 
lewſpip wien qeſus Chriſſi inchlli his ordinan- 
ges, and rejoigt in that ſal vation whichãs 
in him, WhO over alb God bleſſed for 
-eyvermore-; Am.. ni oil do el 
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